[image: image2.png]assembly

GEORGE SQUARE
assemblyfestival.com

o%.c 30131 623 3030





	[image: image1.jpg]



	SMOKESCREEN
Present
MENGELE
&

JUDAS

The Blue Room, George Square
1-25 Aug in rep, alternate days at 12:05


Smokescreen Productions Sell-Out production of ‘Mengele’ is returning to Edinburgh this year in repertory with their brand new play, ‘Judas’.
Mengele was a Sell-Out hit at last year’s fringe. An expose of a charming manipulator and narcissistic sociopath, the play makes links from the past to the present in a compelling drama tackling issues of racism, hatred and bigotry. Now revised for 2019, ‘Mengele’ is back in repertory with ‘Judas’, a contemporary retelling of the biblical tale that raises similar questions about prejudice, radicalism and persecution.
‘Mengele’ imagines the notorious doctor of Auschwitz on the beach where he drowned whilst taking his morning swim in 1979, where he is confronted by the person that he thinks has saved him. Flattered by this enigmatic presence he attempts to justify his past and in doing so echoes the rhetoric of the present. Director Tim Marriott says that; “we seem to be living in a time where anger and outrage are the common currency, and hatred and racism seem once more to be on the rise. If we do not learn from the past, we risk repeating history. Auschwitz survivor Lydia Tischler’s words seem particularly apt: ‘The important thing is to remember so that this does not happen again, for the potential for destructiveness is in all of us.’” 
The latest play, ‘Judas’ also explores this ‘potential for destructiveness’ in a re-imagining of the biblical tale, a radical leader emerging from the desert in a single faith middle-eastern state preaching a message of peace and reconciliation only to be outlawed, his followers hunted down and persecuted. As a familiar story plays out Judas’ motives are explored and the play questions whether we’ve learned very much from the past.
Both plays are designed to support the work of associated charities. ‘Mengele’ received support from the Amud Aish Memorial Museum of New York and was created with advice from The Holocaust Educational Trust (HET), whose Regional Ambassadors in Scotland collected £1000 in donations at last year’s Edinburgh Fringe. ‘Judas’ supports the work of Amnesty International. 
Web: smokescreenprods.com Twitter: @SmokeScreenProd  Facebook: @SmokeScreenEB
LISTING INFORMATION

Venue: The Blue Room , EH8 9JZ  
Time:  12:05  Running Time: 60mins

Dates: 1 to 25 August. Mengele ODD days, Judas EVEN days. Previews 1 (Meng) & 2 August (Jud). 
Tickets:  £8.00-£12.00
Bookings: assemblyfestival.com, 0131 623 3030 or Assembly box offices at Assembly Hall and Assembly Roxy, Assembly George Square, Assembly Checkpoint and Assembly Rooms
PRESS CONTACT:  Tim Marriott - e: t6marriott@gmail.com - m: 077737 77521
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